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This morning, I testified before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security?s 
Subcommittee on Oversight, Investigations, and Management. The hearing was titled ?Lessons from Fort 
Hood: Improving Our Ability to Connect the Dots.?

I testified from my perspective as an information technologist and to present the mission of the PM-ISE, 
and I appreciated the opportunity to highlight important successes and challenges in information sharing.

There is no higher priority in the nexus between national security and public safety than further 
strengthening responsible information sharing. The challenges that I highlighted for the Subcommittee are 
the continuously evolving threat environment, the tsunami of new data, and the constrained fiscal 
environment, especially at the state and local level.

Important successful programs that I highlighted at the hearing are fusion centers, the Nationwide 
Suspicious Activity Reporting Initiative, the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM), and Sensitive 
But Unclassified (SBU) interoperability.

These are all well covered in our 2012 Annual Report to the Congress [1]. You can also watch testimony 
and Q&A from the hearing on the Subcommittee?s website [2], or read my official statement for the record [3].

Did you watch the hearing? Share your thoughts and opinions in the comments below.
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